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(54) Method and apparatus for managing communications between a client and a server in a 
network 

(57) A client (1 ) is coupled to a modem pool (2) and 
a server (4) by a communication link in a wide area net- 
work. The client allows a user to browse the World Wide 
Web in response to user inputs entered entirely from a 
remote control device using a television set as a display 
device. The communication link to the client is shared 
by a telephone circuit at the client end of the link. A dis- 
ruption in communication with the server may occur due 
to a Call Waiting signal caused by an incoming tele- 
phone call. The incoming call includes Caller ID infor- 
mation. In response to such a disruption, 
communication with the server is terminated. After 
pausing for a predetermined period of time, the client 
automatically re-establishes communication with the 
server if the line is clear. Upon reconnecting to the 
server, the client accesses a "White Pages" telephone 
directory Web site on a remote server. Using the 
number provided in the Caller ID information, the client 
looks up the name of the caller from the directory and 
stores the number and the corresponding name. Each 
time an incoming call is subsequently received from that 
number, the client displays the name of the calling party 
to the user as the call is received. 
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